
 
Wash & Care of Hemp Slipcovers 

 
Hemp Slipcovers can take any amount of washing and keep coming up for more. They thrive on regular 
use and regular laundering. They generally will get softer with use and after each wash. Over time it 
produces significant cost savings because it has a much longer lifespan than all other natural fabrics. 
  
Hemp is an amazingly strong, long-lasting fabric that launders easily. It handles extreme water 
temperatures well, and can be considered as a machine washable linen. 
 
Commercial soap powders and liquid detergents can be safely used and water temperature is not critical. 
 
Laundry: 
Each time your hemp slipcover is washed it constantly reveals new surfaces, becoming softer with use. 
Given reasonable care it will render a lifetime of service. 
 
Hemp fabric rapidly absorbs moisture - which accounts for its coolness and comfort. It is also one of the 
only fabrics which are stronger wet than dry, so it does not become tender through washing. 
 
Hemp sheds dirt more readily than other materials and with thorough rinsing comes clean as new after 
every wash. If stained, use a stain-remover before washing. 
 
Because of the highly porous nature of the hemp fiber (i.e., magnified under a microscope it's filled with 
lots of holes) hemp dries extremely quickly naturally (in the open air). It does not need to tumble-dried, but 
if you’d prefer, it is suggested to remove from dryer while seams are still damp to prevent excessive 
shrinkage. There is no need to use starch, for hemp has a natural crispness.  
 
Ironing: 
After conventional machine washing, use a fast spin, then put your slipcover on your sofa. Hot iron while 
still damp. This makes for ease of ironing and will maintain appearance. Use a hot iron. Hemp easily 
handles extreme temperatures. 
 
Storing Hemp: 
Hemp is naturally mothproof and can be safely stored under normal conditions. Slatted shelves will allow 
air to circulate. Avoid drying cupboards which have heated pipes running through, or cedar lined chests. 
Both can discolor hemp. If by mischance it does become discolored, wash as soon as possible and dry in the 
sun to whiten. Place most recently laundered items at the bottom of the pile so that all receive equal wear. 
 


